
ECCLR/GR/034 

1 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from Energy UK 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Energy UK and its members support the principles of sustainable development and the 
CCC’s principles for a resilient recovery set out in Annexe A. However, if they were to be 
strengthened, we would see an increased role and particular focus on customers and society.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

NPF4 

An efficient planning system is essential for the development of a low-carbon Scotland and 
supporting a green recovery. The development of the fourth National Planning Framework 
(NPF4) must address future planning rules and regulations to support low-carbon investment. 

Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, NPF4 was over a year away from implementation. Disruption 
caused by COVID-19 has pushed implementation to 2022, and the 2045 net-zero emissions 
target requires urgent action now. As such, we would welcome a bridging measure to ensure 
the climate emergency and net-zero target are recognised in Scotland’s planning decisions.  

This could be achieved with a Ministerial Statement or Chief Planner’s Letter stating that the 
climate emergency and net-zero target are a material consideration afforded significant 
weight in planning decisions. This could provide a much-needed steer for the way planners 
and reporters treat applications in that period.  

These measures would remove a current barrier to development of low-carbon generation in 
Scotland as we await the final NPF4. 

Power Generation 

Through NPF4 there is an opportunity to create a positive development context for 
renewables to increase investment in these technologies. Vivid Economics highlighted that 
deploying 35 GW of onshore wind by 2035 could support ~2,300 direct jobs in Scotland1 and 
provide a GVA uplift of £50m per year by 2035. By creating an efficient and well-resourced 
planning system, planning and consenting risks would be relieved, providing investor 
confidence in these projects, speeding up deployment and meeting net-zero targets earlier. 

To facilitate timely delivery of new low-carbon energy infrastructure, the NPF4 should include 
a ‘presumption in favour’ of renewable energy projects, repowering and life extension (e.g. 
using larger and more efficient turbines), outside National Parks and National Scenic Areas. 

                                            
1 Vivid Economics, Quantifying the benefits of onshore wind to the UK, 2019 - www.vivideconomics.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/08/Quantifying_the_Benefits_of-report-.pdf 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
http://www.vivideconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Quantifying_the_Benefits_of-report-.pdf
http://www.vivideconomics.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Quantifying_the_Benefits_of-report-.pdf
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Planning policy should clearly support proposals for long-term use of windfarm sites, as well 
as co-location of compatible technologies such as energy storage and solar.    

The review of the Climate Change Plan, the 2020 Energy Statement and NPF4 are all 
opportunities for the Scottish Government to display how environment, climate, energy and 
planning portfolios can support low-carbon technologies. Given the increased 
decarbonisation ambition in Scotland and the CCC’s assertion that CCUS is a necessity, not 
an option, such infrastructure should also be prioritised and maintained as a National 
Development in NPF4. The transitional path toward net zero means that we will also require 
other technologies (e.g. gas, biomass) to bridge the gap. 

Energy Usage 

The Scottish Government is leading the UK in coordinated local approaches to energy 
efficiency and heat. Continuing this ambitious approach in the anticipated Heat Policy 
Statement is critical to a 2045 net zero target. Supporting the existing heat pump and heat 
network industries in Scotland as they recover will enable continued progress at pace in this 
sector. The Scottish Government has also done well to encourage EV uptake by enabling 
delivery of national charging infrastructure. Planning policy should consider the requirements 
of these industries as they continue deployment both publicly and in properties. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The energy sector has the potential to be the cornerstone of Scotland’s green recovery. 
Energy plays a key role in Scotland’s economy and, with falling oil and gas sector jobs, the 
industry presents an opportunity for reskilling to grow a low carbon workforce. Energy UK has 
detailed recommendations for a green recovery in its report, “Rebuilding the economy: fairer, 
cleaner, more resilient”2. To support those most affected by COVID-19, avenues for retraining 
and employment should be provided, and vulnerable customers should be supported in 
making their homes energy efficient. Businesses should also be supported to decarbonise to 
increase their resilience.  

Offshore wind 

The Scottish Energy Strategy did not set a firm target for offshore wind capacity and focused 
on practical measures the Scottish Government could take to stimulate offshore wind 
development. The current pipeline of 7.5GW of projects will not be enough to achieve climate 
change targets, but we welcome Crown Estate Scotland’s ScotWind leasing round and 
support regular leasing to maintain a pipeline of new projects.  

We welcome the Scottish Offshore Wind Energy Council’s ambition of 8GW of offshore wind 
by 2030, but a more ambitious approach is necessary. In light of the increase in ambition 
across the UK and Scotland and the rapid decarbonisation we expect to be outlined in the 
Sixth Carbon Budget, our members would like to see a greater level of ambition from the 
Scottish Government in order to secure the capacity needed for a net-zero economy.  

 

                                            
2 Energy UK/PwC – Rebuilding the economy: Fairer, cleaner, more resilient, 2020 - www.energy-
uk.org.uk/publication.html?task=file.download&id=7561  

http://www.energy-uk.org.uk/publication.html?task=file.download&id=7561
http://www.energy-uk.org.uk/publication.html?task=file.download&id=7561
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Scotland is responsible for bringing forward around 20% of the UK’s offshore wind capacity3. 
Targeting a similar share in the future would equate to ~10GW by 2030 and a range of 15-
23GW by 20504. Deployment of c.20GW of offshore wind in Scottish waters by 2050 would 
secure a proportion (30%) of projected UK-wide deployment which would bring substantial 
economic benefit to Scotland in terms of direct jobs and investment, as well as boosting 
competitiveness across the economy through lower energy costs.   

Alongside the Offshore Wind Sector Deal commitment to work towards 60% of local content, 
the Scottish Government could continue work to develop a longer-term strategy for a 
renewable development supply chain, with the aim of becoming globally competitive. Such a 
proposal could make future projects cheaper and develop export capability.   

Energy Usage 

Scotland should also build upon the leadership shown in Local Heat and Energy Efficiency 
Strategies and the Heat Networks Bill, renewing efforts under the banner of a green recovery. 
Such measures will reduce customers’ bills while creating thousands of jobs. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

To meet net zero by 2045, every new policy announcement should pass a ‘Net Zero Test’, 
with the Scottish Government demonstrating how decisions made support the delivery of a 
net-zero economy. This should be a priority in the 2021/22 Budget, and be included in the 
Climate Change Bill. It would also send out a clear signal to the low-carbon sector that 
Scotland is the place to invest in low-carbon technology. 

                                            
3 RenewableUK Project Intelligence  
4 ibid 


